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Environmental Working Group
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OUR MISSION

EWG uses the power of

information to protect human
health and the environment.
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OTHER WAYS WE'VE BEEN DESCRIBED
EWG: A think tank that throws a punch.

EWG: The most important environmental
group you've never heard of.
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THREE MAJOR PROGRAMS (SOON, FOUR)
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1. Toxics & Human Health
2. Farm Subsidies/Sustainable Agriculture
3. Public Lands/Natural Resources

(4. Energy & Global Warming, in 2009)
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Acquiring data + Big brains = Policy-rattling research

Research + In-house media staff = Lots of media coverage

Media coverage x Lobby Visits = Changing Capitol Hill debates

Web traffic + List management = Online organizing as public education
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Aggressive media penetration: Our research is designed to make
news, and our communications staff is 1/3 of our total staff--a very
high percentage--which means we are almost guaranteed to get
coverage.

Nimble: EWG quickly responds to breaking news and changing issues:
we relish policy brawls.
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Organized by function, not issue: Research/Communications/Government Affairs teams work
closely to get lots of product out the door (quickly). Researchers are usually not issue-specific,
more like investigative reporters covering different issues.

Lobbying capacity: c4-EWG Action Fund + Government Affairs staff allow us to make a difference
in D.C. & Sacramento.
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EWG BY THE NUMBERS
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Number of staff: 33
Budget: $5 million/year (c3-EWG) & $250,000/year (c4-EWG Action Fund)

Offices: 3 (Washington, DC / Oakland, CA/ lowa)
Sources of funding: 65% Foundations, 25% Individuals, 10% Other

Board size: 14 (57% women, 14% people of color)
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www.cosmeticsdatabase.com, www.foodnews.orqg,
www.notkidsafe.org, www. toxome org, www.enviroblog.org,
www.mulchblog.com

Email List: 445,000 and growing about 3,000 names per week

Web traffic: between 600,000 and 1.5 million visits per month.
Between 6-18 million pageviews a month (driven by Skin Deep).

Web properties: www.ewg.org, www.cosmeticsdatabase.com,
www.foodnews.org, wWww. notkidsafe. org, www.toxome.orqg,
www.enviroblog.org, www.mulchblog.com



http://www.ewg.org/
http://www.cosmeticsdatabase.com/
http://www.foodnews.org/
http://www.notkidsafe.org/
http://www.toxome.org/
http://www.enviroblog.org/
http://www.mulchblog.com/
http://www.ewg.org/
http://www.cosmeticsdatabase.com/
http://www.foodnews.org/
http://www.notkidsafe.org/
http://www.toxome.org/
http://www.enviroblog.org/
http://www.mulchblog.com/
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IN THE BEGINNING
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Ken Cook and Richard Wiles co-founded EWG in 1993 with a vision of policy-rattling,
computer-assisted research on (government) datasets.

They believed you only need three things to protect the public from chemicals: science,
advocacy and media. But you have to have all three.
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START OF A DREAM TEAM
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Ken and Richard hired Chris Campbell to do innovative computer/data analyses and
programming. All three men are still on staff today.

(picture of the three of them)
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TREND OVER LAST 15 YEARS: EWG is always ahead of the curve
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We focus on computer-assisted investigations in early 90s, and perfected the art of data

acquisition (Freedom Of Information Act, massive downloads, etc).

We investigate chemicals before they hit the mainstream, and then help bring them into
popular (and therefore policy-making) consciousness.

We advocate for chemicals that are safe for children—as a core element of chemical
policies although no laws contained these provisions before EWG.
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HOW WE DO IT, PART 1: FIRST, GET THE DATA
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FROM GOVERNMENT, UTILITIES, THE WEB, LAWYERS

Farm Subsidies, Cosmetics Database, Tap Water Atlas, Pesticides in Food, Oil/Gas/Mining,
Chemical Industry Archives
OR CREATING DATA OURSELVES
1. Human Body Burden lab tests (blood, urine, breast milk) 160 people, 11
cohorts, 525 chemicals —most comprehensive program in world.

2. Commissioned lab testing: baby food, air, tap water, non-stick pans, arsenic-
treated wood, cosmetics, fish, pet food, pets, milk, lettuce, bottled water.
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HOW WE DO IT, PART 2: MAKE THE DATA SING
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Making data understandable and searchable, overlaying GIS,

putting it on Web, adding scientific analysis, making policy
recommendations, creating consumer tools.
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HOW WE DO IT, PART 3: GETTING “IN THE PAPER”
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Dedicated media staff involved with every step of research to shape it for
reporters, extensive contact database, targets chosen with politics in mind,
constant phone / email outreach (“retail relationships™), daily media

meetings, detailed tracking of coverage.
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HOW WE DO IT, PART 4: WEB 2.0
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Email list growth from 7,000-450,000 in less than 3 years; bi-
monthly email communications; web traffic between 500,000
and 1.5 million visits per month; focus on “news you can use” for

smart shopping decisions; concerted parent outreach effort; 2 in-
house blogs
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QUOTES ABOUT EWG
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“An environmental group with clout.” -USA Today
“A green dream team of computer programmers, policy experts and engineers.” -Associated Press

“An environmental advocacy organization that has a knack for shaping government data into punchy calculations.”
-Atlanta Journal-Constitution

“The Environmental Working Group has become a respected watchdog of environmental and land-use policies
since its founding in 1993.”  -The Hill



Ar—1—=1
STORY 1

mEREE (FQPA)

uality Protection Act (FQPA)
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Pest|C|de report sampling

Pay to Spray Campaign Contrlbutlons & Pesticide

Legislation GEZEELE
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Heavy Methyl Bromide Use Near California Schools

(1996)

Pouring It On Nitrate Contamination of Drinking

Water (BREIZKDREEEIEEH) (1996)
Weed Killers By The Glass (1995)
Pesticides in Baby Food (1995)
Pesticide Industry Propaganda: The Real Story (1995)

Forbidden Fruit: Illegal Pesticides in the U.S. Food

Supply (1995)


http://www.ewg.org/reports/paytospray
http://www.ewg.org/reports/mbcalifornia
http://www.ewg.org/reports/nitrate
http://www.ewg.org/reports/weed_killer
http://www.ewg.org/reports/baby_food
http://www.ewg.org/reports/myths
http://www.ewg.org/reports/fruit
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CHILDREN

« “Pesticides in the Diets of Infants and
Children” directed by Richard Wiles at
the National Academy of Sciences
(1993)
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EWG acquired data
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And we tested a few things
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The FDA “helped” with 1700
pages of pesticide data
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Opening of EWG report attacking FQPA
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Campaign Contributions and Pesticide Legislation May 1996

Pesticide companies, agribusiness, food corporations, and farm groups strongly support the passage of
H.R. 1627 and S. 1166, the House and Senate versions of the so-called Food Quality Protection Act, which
would implement an across-the-board rollback of current federal safeguards that protect the public from
pesticides in the environment and the food supply. These bills would:

-Repeal the Delaney Clause that prohibits cancer causing pesticides in processed foods, and replace it with a
vague, undefined "negligible risk" standard, and a requirement to consider farmers profits on par with
protection of the public health.

-Weaken already inadequate protections for infants and children.
- Prohibit states from setting food safety standards that are more protective than the Federal standard.

Do nothing to stop the "Circle of Poison", the export of pesticides which are banned in the U.S., then used
abroad and returned to American consumers on imported food.

Do nothing to stop widespread use of weed killers that contaminate the drinking water of millions of Americans.
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Surprise Negotiation
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Legislators looked to EWG staff to
hammer out ground-breaking
pesticide bill. It passed
unanimously.
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 FQPA enshrined safety
standard protecting infants
and babies in-utero for 1st
time in federal law.
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Leading the way

 (fact sheet)
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o Kid-Safe Chemicals Act
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EWG’s Shopper’s Guide to Pesticides
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